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Abstract:  

Jharkhand's rich linguistic heritage, embodied in its diverse array of tribal languages, faces numerous 

challenges including declining speaker numbers, lack of documentation, and educational barriers. 

Despite these obstacles, collaborative efforts involving government agencies, local communities, and 

academia are underway to preserve and revitalize these languages. Initiatives include integrating tribal 

languages into education, community-driven revitalization programs, linguistic research, and digital 

technology utilization. Through these endeavors, stakeholders aim to safeguard Jharkhand's cultural 

identity by ensuring the continued vitality of its tribal languages. 
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1. Introduction 

Jharkhand, a state in eastern India, is distinguished by its vibrant cultural mosaic, comprising numerous tribal 

communities each with their unique linguistic heritage. This region, home to an array of indigenous languages, 

reflects the deep-rooted traditions and histories of its tribal populations. However, the linguistic diversity of 

Jharkhand faces significant challenges in the modern era. The pressures of globalization, economic migration, 

and the dominance of major languages like Hindi and English threaten the survival of these tribal languages 

(Abbi, 2008). In response, a variety of preservation and revitalization efforts are being undertaken by the 

government, local communities, and researchers to ensure that these languages do not fade into obscurity. 

This paper explores the current status of tribal languages in Jharkhand, the challenges they face, and the 

initiatives aimed at preserving and revitalizing this crucial aspect of the state’s cultural identity. 

2. Review of Literature  

Veerbhadranaika et al. (2012) provided a comprehensive overview of Adivasi education in India, drawing 

from extensive consultations and secondary data. They critiqued the prevailing deficit approach and 

highlighted systemic issues like displacement and exclusion. Their report underscored the dire need for 

improved educational policies and administration to address the marginalized status of Adivasi communities. 

 

Anderson (2014) introduced the concept of Language Hotspots to raise awareness about global language 

extinction. By emphasizing the importance of linguistic diversity and urging stakeholders' engagement, the 

paper advocated for concerted efforts in language documentation and revitalization, suggesting integration 

into educational curricula at all levels. 

 

Kumari and Srivastava (2017) explored the decline of Pyatkar painting in Eastern India, attributing it to 

limited market access and lack of support for artisans. Their paper underscored the significance of government 

and NGO intervention in promoting traditional crafts like Pyatkar painting, crucial for both artisans and the 

preservation of cultural heritage. 

 

Parajuli (2017) discussed the ecological perspective's relevance in governance and community resilience, 

particularly for marginalized groups like ecological ethnicities. By advocating for self-governance and 
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ecological citizenship, the chapter highlighted the need to recognize and empower these communities within 

sustainable development frameworks. 

 

Deo (2017) provided a historical overview of the Indo-Aryan language branch, emphasizing dialectical 

variation and ongoing documentation efforts. By contextualizing linguistic diversity within India's 

sociopolitical landscape, the chapter underscored the importance of preserving and studying regional 

languages for cultural and scholarly purposes. 

 

3. Rich Linguistic Heritage 

Jharkhand is home to a diverse array of tribal communities, each contributing uniquely to the state's cultural 

and linguistic mosaic. The region boasts several prominent tribal languages (Dixon, 2011), including Santali, 

Mundari, Ho, Kurukh, and Kharia. These languages are more than mere means of communication; they 

embody the historical narratives, traditions, and identities of the tribes. For instance, Santali, spoken by the 

Santhal tribe, is not only the most widely spoken tribal language in the state but also recognized under the 

Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution, underscoring its cultural significance. Similarly, languages like 

Mundari and Ho, part of the Austroasiatic family, and Kurukh, a Dravidian language, enrich the linguistic 

diversity of Jharkhand. This rich linguistic heritage is a testament to the state's vibrant cultural history and the 

enduring legacy of its indigenous communities. 

4. Challenges to Preservation 

a) Declining Number of Speakers: Tribal languages in Jharkhand are facing a decline in the number of 

native speakers. Younger generations often shift to dominant languages such as Hindi and English, seeking 

better educational and economic opportunities, which leads to a gradual erosion of their ancestral languages. 

b) Lack of Documentation: Many tribal languages in Jharkhand suffer from insufficient documentation. 

The absence of comprehensive written records, grammars, dictionaries, and teaching materials hampers 

efforts to teach and preserve these languages, making it difficult to pass them on to future generations. 

c) Educational Barriers: The educational system in Jharkhand has not adequately integrated tribal 

languages into its curricula. There is a scarcity of educational resources and trained teachers proficient in 

tribal languages, resulting in limited opportunities for children to learn and use their native languages in 

academic settings. 

5. Challenges to Preservation 

 

a) Language Shift: The pervasive influence of dominant languages like Hindi and English has led to a 

gradual decline in the use of tribal languages. Younger generations often prefer these major languages for 

education, employment, and social mobility, resulting in a diminishing number of native speakers and 

weakening intergenerational transmission. 

b) Lack of Institutional Support: Many tribal languages lack official recognition and support from 

government institutions. The absence of policies and initiatives specifically aimed at preserving and 

promoting these languages hampers efforts to develop educational materials, conduct linguistic research, and 

establish language revitalization programs. 

c) Socioeconomic Pressures: Economic migration, urbanization, and changes in traditional livelihoods 

contribute to the marginalization of tribal communities and their languages. As tribal populations face socio-

economic challenges, there is a tendency to prioritize practical skills and languages deemed essential for 

economic advancement, further marginalizing indigenous languages and cultures. 

6. Challenges to Preservation 

Efforts to revitalize tribal languages in Jharkhand encompass a multifaceted approach, involving collaboration 

between government agencies, local communities, academic institutions, and non-profit organizations. One 

significant initiative involves integrating tribal languages into the educational system, with the inclusion of 

language classes and cultural programs in schools. Community-driven efforts play a crucial role, with tribal 



Volume 4 Issue 5                                                       @ 2018 IJIRCT | ISSN: 2454-5988 

IJIRCT2407041 International Journal of Innovative Research and Creative Technology (www.ijirct.org) 3 

 

leaders, elders, and language activists organizing language revitalization workshops, cultural festivals, and 

community language schools. Additionally, linguistic research and documentation projects aim to preserve 

and disseminate knowledge about tribal languages through the creation of dictionaries, grammar guides, and 

digital archives. The use of digital technology, including mobile applications and online platforms, has 

emerged as a promising tool for language learning and promotion. Moreover, media channels such as radio 

and television broadcast programs in tribal languages, fostering a sense of pride and ownership among 

speakers. These combined efforts strive to safeguard the linguistic diversity and cultural heritage of 

Jharkhand's tribal communities, ensuring that their languages remain vital and thriving in the modern era 

(Wilson, 2013). 

7. Conclusion 

The preservation and revitalization of Jharkhand's tribal languages are imperative for safeguarding the state's 

cultural diversity and heritage. Despite facing formidable challenges, concerted efforts at various levels are 

underway to address these issues and ensure the survival of these languages. By integrating tribal languages 

into education, fostering community-driven initiatives, conducting linguistic research, and leveraging digital 

technology, stakeholders are working towards a future where Jharkhand's linguistic mosaic remains vibrant 

and resilient. Such endeavors not only honor the cultural legacy of indigenous communities but also contribute 

to the broader tapestry of India's linguistic diversity. 
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